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India and Israel Form Special Strategic Partnership
Prime Minister Narendra Modi concluded a landmark two-day state visit to Israel on February 26, 2026

LBC News Network
Visakhapatnam

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi concluded a
landmark two-day state
visit to Israel on February
26, 2026, marking a
historic turning point in
bilateral relations.

During the visit, Prime
Minister Modi and his
Israeli counterpart,
Benjamin Netanyahu,
officially elevated the

India-Israel relationship to

a "Special Strategic
Partnership for Peace,
Innovation, and
Prosperity."

This transition signifies a
deepened trust and a
shared vision to address
complex global challenges
through technological
synergy and military co-
production.

A major highlight of the
visit was Prime Minister
Modi’s address to the

Knesset, making him the

first Indian Prime Minister

to speak before the Israeli
Parliament.

In his speech, he reaffirmed

India’s firm stance against
terrorism and emphasized
that the bond between the

two democracies has stood

the test of time.

He also voiced strong

support for the Gaza Peace

Plan, asserting that

‘

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi shake hands

during a press conference in Jerusalem

humanity must never
become a victim of
conflict and that
regional stability is
essential for global
economic initiatives like
the India-Middle East-
Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC).

The diplomatic mission
resulted in the signing of
27 Memoranda of
Understanding (MoUs)
spanning several high-
impact sectors.

A key financial
milestone was the
agreement to integrate
India’s Unified
Payments Interface
(UPI) with Israel’s
payment infrastructure,
which will facilitate
seamless cross-border
transactions for travelers
and businesses.

Furthermore, the leaders
launched a new
partnership on Critical
and Emerging
Technologies (1ICET),
focusing on joint

research in artificial
intelligence, quantum
computing, and
semiconductors.

The visit also addressed
critical labor and
agricultural needs.

A new labor mobility
protocol was established
to allow up to 50,000
Indian workers to join
Israel’s construction and
manufacturing sectors
over the next five years.

In the field of
agriculture, both nations
committed to expanding
the "Villages of
Excellence" model to
enhance water
management and crop
yields in India.

As the visit concluded,
both leaders pledged to
fast-track a mutually
beneficial Free Trade
Agreement (FTA),
setting a clear roadmap
for an integrated and
prosperous future for
both nations.

Additionally, the visit
underscored a
significant pivot in
defense cooperation,
moving toward a "Make
in India, Make for the
World" philosophy.

The two nations
announced a joint
venture for the
development of high-
altitude long-endurance
(HALE) drones and
advanced sensor
technologies, aimed at
enhancing maritime
surveillance in the
Indian Ocean Region.

This collaboration is
designed to reduce
India's reliance on
imported components
while fostering a
specialized
manufacturing
ecosystem in Indian
industrial corridors.

The strategic dialogue
also touched upon
cybersecurity, with both
countries agreeing to
share real-time threat

Blue Jet
Healthcare to
Establish ¥2,300
Crore Pharma
Facility in AP

intelligence to protect
critical national
infrastructure against
sophisticated digital
attacks.

On the cultural front,
Prime Minister Modi
interacted with the vibrant
Indian Jewish community
in Jerusalem, celebrating
the shared heritage that
links the two societies.

He announced the
establishment of a new
Indian Cultural Center in
Tel Aviv to promote
Yoga, Ayurveda, and
Indian classical arts.

To further strengthen
people-to-people ties, the
leaders agreed to double
the number of bilateral
academic exchange
scholarships and simplify
visa processes for
researchers and tech
professionals.

These multifaceted
agreements demonstrate
that the partnership has
transcended traditional
defense ties to become a
holistic alliance rooted in
innovation, cultural
respect, and a shared
commitment to
democratic values in an
increasingly volatile
global landscape.
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Holi, the "Festival of
Colours," remains one of
the most vibrant and
beloved celebrations in
the world. As the winter
chill fades and the spring
sun begins to warm the
Indian subcontinent, the
air fills with anticipation
for a day of unbridled joy.

In 2026, the festival
continues to evolve,
blending ancient
mythological roots with
contemporary trends that
emphasize sustainability,
travel, and mindful
celebration.

The Sacred Origins:
Victory, Love, and
Devotion

The history of Holi is as
multi-hued as the powders
thrown during its
celebration. Primarily, it
commemorates the legend
of Prahlad and Holika.

Prahlad was a young
prince and a devout
follower of Lord Vishnu,
much to the fury of his
father, the demon king
Hiranyakashipu, who
demanded to be
worshipped as a god.

When Hiranyakashipu’s
sister, Holika who was
thought to be immune to
fire tried to burn Prahlad
by sitting with him in a
blazing bonfire, it was she
who was consumed by the
flames while Prahlad
emerged unharmed.

The eve of Holi, known as
Holika Dahan, involves
lighting bonfires to
symbolize this triumph of
good over evil.

Another cherished origin
story is the divine love
between Radha and
Krishna.

Legend says Krishna, self-
conscious of his dark
complexion, playfully

Holi 2026: The Festival of Colours

smeared color on Radha’s
face to match his own.
This act transformed into
a tradition of love and
equality, where colors
bridge the gap between

Modern Trends: Green
Hues and Experiential
Travel

In 2026, the trend has
shifted decisively toward
Eco-Friendly Holi. There
1s a massive surge in the
use of organic gulal
powders made from
turmeric, rose petals,
beetroot, and marigold to

protect skin and soil
health.

"Dry Holi" is also gaining
traction in urban centers

N

to conserve water, with
communities opting for
flower-petal celebrations
(Phoolon-ki-Holi) instead
of high-pressure water
guns.

Furthermore, Holi has
become a major
experiential travel season.
In 2026, thousands are
flocking to "heritage hubs"
like Mathura and
Vrindavan for traditional
rituals, or Jaipur and
Udaipur for royal palace
celebrations. Meanwhile,
"Holi Bazaars" and

“Be yourself; everyone else is

already taken.”
— Oscar Wilde

India, particularly
Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka, the festival
is often linked to
Kamadeva, the God of
Love, celebrating his
sacrifice to rouse Lord
Shiva from deep
meditation.

interactive "Handprint
Canvas" walls have
become popular in
modern parties, turning
the celebration into a
living art gallery.

The Culinary Soul of the
Festival

No Holi celebration is
complete without its
signature flavors. The
festival is synonymous with
Gujiya, a deep-fried
dumpling stuffed with
sweetened khoya and dried
fruits, which serves as the
primary treat shared
among neighbors.

Fun Facts About the
Festival

o One of the World's
Oldest Festival:
Historical records and
ancient scripts like the
Ratnavali suggest

To counter the heat of the
rising spring sun, Thandai

Holi has been a chilled milk drink infused
celebrated for over with saffron, almonds,
2,500 years. fennel seeds, and rose

petals is served in earthen

« A Universal pots.

Language: While it is
a Hindu festival, it is
celebrated globally. In
Nepal, it is known as

7%

A Season of Forgiveness

Ultimately, Holi 2026 is
about more than just
aesthetics; it is a time for
emotional restoration. It is
a day to forgive past
grievances, renew broken
relationships, and celebrate
the diversity of life.

-By LBC Editorial Team

Fagu Purnima, and it
has massive
followings in Guyana,
Suriname, and
Mauritius.

o The "Social Leveler":
Traditionally, Holi is
the one day when
social hierarchies are
ignored. In a sea of
color, it is impossible
to distinguish between
the rich and poor, or
the old and young.

e Beyond Red and
Yellow. In South

Utility Numbers

Police 100 Reservation Enquiry 1345
Fire 101 Disha 112
Ambulance 108

Rail General Enquiry 131
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Global Maritime Might: Vizag Hosts Historic Naval Convergence

The week-long exercise featured anti-submarine warfare and air defense maneuvers

LBC News Network

Visakhapatnam

The City of Destiny
transformed into a global
maritime capital this
February as it hosted the
International Fleet
Review (IFR) 2026 and
Exercise MILAN 2026.

President Droupadi
Murmu inaugurated the
festivities on February 18,
reviewing a massive
formation of 71 warships
anchored in the Bay of
Bengal, including the

indigenous carrier INS
Vikrant. This
ceremonial display of
strength transitioned
into the 13th edition of

Exercise MILAN, where

navies from 74 nations
engaged in high-
intensity sea drills. The
week-long exercise

Vizag wins $1 million grant in ‘Bloomberg Mayors

Challenge’

LBC News Network

Visakhapatnam

In an achievement for
urban innovation,
Visakhapatnam has been
named a winner in the
2026 Bloomberg
Philanthropies Mayors
Challenge, securing a $1
million grant.

The city was recognized
for its "Vizag—
Prajamukhi Urban
Living Lab" (V-PULL), a
pioneering initiative
designed to tackle climate
change through data-
driven community
solutions. Selected from a
global pool of over 630
cities, Vizag's project

focuses on enhancing
the city's resilience
against rising sea levels,
cyclones, and extreme
heatwaves.

The funding will be used

to deploy smart sensors

and develop "living labs"

where residents can
collaborate on
sustainable
infrastructure.

This prestigious award,
announced by GVMC
Commissioner Ketan
Garg, solidifies
Visakhapatnam's
growing reputation as a
global leader in green
urban development and
inclusive technology,
joining the ranks of elite
cities like Barcelona and
Rio de Janeiro.

Vizag Hosts ICC Summit: Startups Take Center Stage in
Defence Modernization

LBC News Network

Visakhapatnam

The Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC) hosted
the Defence Start-up and
Autonomous Systems
Summit on February 23
at the Radisson Blu
Resort, marking a pivotal
moment for indigenous
military technology.

Attended by over 170
delegates, including Vice
Admiral Sanjay Bhalla,
the summit emphasized
"Atmanirbhar Bharat" as
a strategic necessity for
maritime security.

The event showcased
cutting-edge innovations
from over 50 startups,
featuring GPS-
independent drones,

autonomous underwater
vehicles, and advanced
cybersecurity tools.

A key highlight was the
release of the "Defence
Production Powering
Industrial Growth"
report, which outlines
how the sector fuels the
national economy.

Leaders, including Dr. G.

Satheesh Reddy,
highlighted Andhra

Pradesh’s growing
infrastructure as a hub for
aerospace excellence.

This summit reinforces
Vizag’s role as a critical
link between military
operational needs and
entrepreneurial high-tech
solutions, effectively
bridging the gap between
national security
requirements and local
innovative manufacturing
talent within the state.

featured anti-submarine
warfare and air defense
maneuvers, concluding
on February 25.
Highlighting the theme
"Camaraderie, Cohesion,
and Collaboration," the
event solidified India’s
role as a preferred
security partner in the
Indo-Pacific.
Furthermore, the
International City Parade
at RK Beach captivated
lakhs of spectators with
breathtaking aerial
displays and global
marching contingents.

GVMC Launches
Operation LUNGS
3.0 to Reclaim Vital
Parking Spaces

LBC News Network

Visakhapatnam

The Greater
Visakhapatnam Municipal
Corporation (GVMCQC)
officially launched
Operation LUNGS 3.0 on
February 23, 2026,
targeting the widespread
illegal commercialization
of building cellars.

Under the direction of
Commissioner Ketan
Garg, the drive aims to
mitigate chronic traffic
congestion by restoring
designated parking areas
in commercial complexes
and apartments.

In its opening week, town
planning officials and city
police cleared dozens of
encroachments across
zones including
Madhurawada,
Gajuwaka, and
Seethammadhara.

Major removals included
illegal godowns and shops
that had forced vehicles
onto main roads,
obstructing public
movement.

Chief City Planner A.
Prabhakar Rao
emphasized that stilt
floors are legally reserved
for parking, warning that
the crackdown will
intensify.
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Blue Jet Healthcare to Establish ¥2,300 Crore Pharma Facility in AP

1t is projected to create approximately 2,000 jobs, including 1,750 direct positions
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Blue Jet Healthcare
Limited officially broke
ground on a new 32,300
crore pharmaceutical
manufacturing facility at
the Rambilli Industrial
Park on Saturday,
February 28, 2026.

The greenfield project,
spanning 102 acres, is
designed to produce
contrast media
intermediates, high-
intensity sweeteners, and
specialty chemicals.

This expansion marks a

significant increase in
the company’s contract
development and
manufacturing (CDMO)
capacity.

The facility will be
developed in phases and

is expected to become

operational by the 2028—

29 financial year.

It is projected to create

approximately 2,000 jobs,

including 1,750 direct
positions, providing a

Andhra Pradesh Unveils ¥3.32 Lakh Crore ""Swarna
Andhra 2047" Budget

LBC News Network

Visakhapatnam

Finance Minister
Payyavula Keshav
presented a ¥3.32 lakh
crore state budget for the
2026-27 fiscal year on
February 14, 2026.

The budget, centered on
the "Swarna Andhra 2047"
vision, aims to transform
the state into a high-
growth economy through a
balanced focus on welfare
and infrastructure.

Significant allocations
include 9,668 crore for the
Thalliki Vandanam scheme

and 36,600 crore for the
Annadata Sukhibhava
farmers' program.

A key highlight is the
formal launch of the
Amaravati Quantum
Valley, a deep-tech
initiative designed to
position the capital as a
global technology hub.

Additionally, the
budget prioritizes the
development of City
Economic Regions in
Visakhapatnam,
Amaravati, and
Tirupati, while
specifically enhancing
funding for rural
digital connectivity
and youth skills.

AP Targets 10 Lakh Housing Completions by End of 2026

LBC News Network

Visakhapatnam

Blue Jet Healthcare
Limited officially broke
ground on a new 32,300
crore pharmaceutical
manufacturing facility at
the Rambilli Industrial
Park on Saturday,
February 28, 2026.

The greenfield project,
spanning 102 acres, is
designed to produce
contrast media
intermediates, high-
intensity sweeteners, and
specialty chemicals.

This expansion marks a
significant increase in the
company’s contract
development and
manufacturing (CDMO)
capacity. The facility will
be developed in phases

and is expected to
become operational by
the 2028-29 financial

year.

It is projected to create
approximately 2,000 jobs,
including 1,750 direct
positions, providing a
boost to the local
industrial economy.

Additionally, the plant
will incorporate zero
liquid discharge (ZLD)
technology and an

advanced effluent
treatment plant to meet
environmental
standards.

This investment
reinforces Andhra
Pradesh's position as a
growing hub for high-
value chemical and
pharmaceutical
manufacturing along
India’s eastern coast.

4

boost to the local
industrial economy.

Additionally, the plant
will incorporate zero
liquid discharge (ZLD)
technology and an
advanced effluent
treatment plant to meet
environmental standards.

This investment
reinforces Andhra
Pradesh's position as a
growing hub for high-
value chemical and
pharmaceutical
manufacturing along
India’s eastern coast.

Justice Lisa Gill
Recommended as
First Female Chief
Justice of AP High
Court

LBC News Network

Visakhapatnam

The Supreme Court
Collegium, led by Chief
Justice of India Surya
Kant, has recommended
Justice Lisa Gill to serve as
the Chief Justice of the
Andhra Pradesh High
Court.

This recommendation
marks the first time a
woman has been slated to
lead the state's high court.
Justice Gill currently
serves as a judge at the
Punjab and Haryana High
Court and has over thirty
years of legal experience.

The appointment follows a
new policy where incoming
Chief Justices are
transferred two months
early to observe
administrative functions
before taking the oath.

Justice Gill will initially
join as a judge and is
expected to officially
succeed Chief Justice
Dhiraj Singh Thakur
following his retirement on
April 24, 2026. This
transition period is
designed to ensure
continuity in judicial
administration.
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SIDAR holds Discussion Meet on the campus
LBC News Network

College

On January 31, 2026, the Society for Integrated Development and Research (SIDAR), in association with
Dr. Lankapalli Bullayya College, organised a discussion meet on “Depreciation of Indian Rupee and its
Implications for the Indian Economy” at Block-IV, Golden Jubilee Seminar Hall at 11.00 a.m. Eminent
academicians, economists, business leaders, principals, faculty members, students, and prominent citizens
of the city participated in the deliberations.

Prof. K. C. Reddy, President, Society for Collegiate Education and President, SIDAR, inaugurated the
session. In his address, he explained the multiple factors contributing to the depreciation of the Indian
Rupee, including the decline in exports, rise in imports, widening current account deficit, and changes in
US tariff policies. He observed that the downward pressure on the rupee may continue unless corrective
measures are taken. Prof. Reddy emphasized the need for a stable and strict trade policy, increased
capital inflows through FDI, strengthening of manufacturing sectors—especially MSMEs—and proactive
internal and external economic policies to revitalise the economy.

Dr. G. Madhukumar, Secretary and Correspondent, Dr. Lankapalli Bullayya Colleges, drawing from his
extensive experience in foreign currency trading, highlighted that low productivity levels, demand-supply
dynamics of foreign exchange, and the role of domestic investors are key reasons behind the rupee’s
depreciation. Prof. Harinarayana presented insightful data on exchange rate fluctuations and explained
that current account deficit, low exports, low productivity, export elasticity, and income elasticity are
major contributors to the weakening of the rupee.

He recommended measures such as inter-trade, intra-trade, intra-firm trade, rupee-based trade
agreements, export promotion initiatives, and rationalisation of imports. He opined that while the
depreciation may have a negative impact in the short run, it could stabilise the economy in the long run.
The discussion was effectively anchored by Prof. V. Balamohandas, who coordinated the session
seamlessly. The programme concluded with an interactive question-and-answer session, where
participants actively engaged with the speakers, making the discussion insightful and impactful.

BA students attend workshop organised by RELO & American Corner
LBC News Network

College

Students from the BA program attended the "Advanced Communication and Leadership Skills Workshop"
organised by the Regional English Language Office (RELO) of the U.S. Mission to India in collaboration
with American Corner Visakhapatnam from January 27 to January 30, 2026.

Secretary & Correspondent, Dr. G. Madhu Kumar, Principal Dr. G.S.K Chakravarty and Vice-Principal
Dr. P. Surekha congratulated the students.
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Career Planning Seminar held for Engineering, MBA & MCA students

LBC News Network
College
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On February 02, 2026, Mrs. Nimisha J. Vadakkan, MD and CEO of Ace Money Fintech Cochin, addressed
Engineering, MBA and MCA students on Career Planning, in Block 7.

Students secure third place in Inter-Collegiate Handball Championship

LBC News Network
College

The Andhra University Inter-Collegiate Handball Championship was held at ABN College on February 1 and 2,
2026. Students secured third place in the competition.

On this occasion, the college Secretary & Correspondent, Dr. G. Madhu Kumar, congratulated the students. UG
& PG Principal Dr. G.S.K. Chakravarty, Physical Education Department Head Dr. Y. Srinivas Rao, and
Physical Director Dr. B.R.S. Lakshman Reddy participated in the event.

Health Club organizes Cancer Awareness Quiz Program

LBC News Network
College
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On February 4, 2026, the Health Club, in collaboration with the District Medical and Health Office of
Visakhapatnam, organized a Cancer Awareness Quiz Program to observe World Cancer Day, as part of the
National Program for Prevention and Control of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs).

Three outstanding students from the MSc Biotechnology program were recognized as winners for their
exceptional performance in the quiz competition: Ms. Pesala Sravani, Ms. Karri Chaitanya, and Ms. Mallela
Naga Lalitha.

The event took place in the Block 5 Seminar Hall on the college campus. Students from both undergraduate
(UG) and postgraduate (PG) Life Sciences streams participated enthusiastically in the quiz, showcasing their
knowledge and awareness of cancer prevention, early detection, and risk factors.

B.Sc students win second prize in Treasure Hunt Competition

LBC News Network
College

B. Chandini and B. Divya, second-year students of B.Sc Computer
Science were awarded the second prize in the Treasure Hunt
Competition held on 29th January, 2026, organized by Visakha
Utsav.

Secretary & Correspondent, Dr. G. Madhu Kumar, Principal Dr.
G.S.K Chakravarty and Vice-Principal Dr. P. Surekha
congratulated the winners.
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The Centre of Excellence in Maritime & Shipbuilding hosts Inauguration

and Valedictory ceremony for CSR Skill Development Trainings

LBC News Network
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On February 13, 2026, the Centre of Excellence in Maritime & Shipbuilding (CEMS), a flagship skill
development initiative under the Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways, Government of India, in
association with Visakhapatnam Port Authority (VPA), Vizag General Cargo Berth Pvt. Ltd. (VGCB),
South Asia LPG Company Pvt. Ltd. (SA LPG), and Dr. Lankapalli Bullayya College, hosted the
Inauguration and Valedictory Ceremony of its CSR-sponsored Skill Development Programmes today at
Dr. Lankapalli Bullayya College, Visakhapatnam.

The event marked the launch of new Logistics courses sponsored by VPA and VGCB, along with the
completion of the Product Design Engineer Skill Training Programme supported bySA LPG under its
CSR initiatives.

The training program currently supports 80 undergraduate students from BA, B.Com, BBA, and B.Sc
backgrounds. Designed as a two-month, industry-oriented course, it aims to bridge the gap between
academic education and professional requirements. A significant feature of the initiative is 100%
placement assistance for successful candidates, ensuring a structured pathway into employment.

Ms. Roshni Aparanji Korati, IAS, Deputy Chairperson of VPA and an alumna of the college, attended as
Chief Guest and distributed course completion certificates and placement offer letters. In her address, she
emphasized self-confidence, inclusivity, and the importance of staying technologically adaptable,
particularly in the rapidly evolving, Al-driven logistics and maritime sectors.

The event also featured addresses from Dr. G. Madhu Kumar (Secretary & Correspondent, Dr. L.B.
Colleges), Mrs. Richa Shinde (CEO, SA LPG), and Mr. Gopal Mandelia (CEO, VGCB), who highlighted
the strategic importance of the maritime and logistics ecosystem to regional development. Overall, the
ceremony reinforced CEMS’s mission to empower local youth through structured skill development and
strong industry partnerships under CSR frameworks.

Principals and Officials Exchange MoU at AMTZ Campus Visit

LBC News Network
College

On February 16, 2026, UG & PG Principal Dr. G.S.K. Chakravarty, Engineering Principal Prof. D.
Deepak Chowdary, Junior College Principal Mr. K. Someswara Reddy, Mr. V.V. Raja Rao, and Mr. D.
Bhujanga Rao visited the AMTZ Campus at Pragati Maidan for signing and exchange of the MOU.
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In an era defined by the
frantic pace of gigabyte-
speed internet and the
relentless hum of artificial
intelligence, a subtle but
significant shift is
occurring within our
homes and student
dorms.

The high-tech, high-
pressure world of 2026
has inadvertently
triggered a cultural pivot
backward. We are
witnessing the return of
"slow" hobbies knitting,
film photography,
pottery, and manual
journaling.

These are not merely
nostalgic trends or
aesthetic "vibes" for
social media; they are
becoming essential tools
for psychological
survival.

As our digital lives
become increasingly
automated and
frictionless, the human
spirit is beginning to
crave the very thing
technology tried to
eliminate: friction.

The primary driver for
this resurgence is the
pervasive reality of digital
fatigue. For years, we
have lived in a state of
"ambient chaos," where
our attention is a
commodity bought and
sold by algorithms.

In 2025 and 2026, data
suggests that over 70% of
young adults feel digitally
exhausted. When your
entire existence from
education to social
validation is mediated
through a screen, the
brain enters a state of
perpetual "high alert."

Slow hobbies offer an
immediate antidote to
this "cheap dopamine"
loop. When you sit down
to knit a scarf or develop
a roll of 35mm film, you
are engaging in a process
that cannot be sped up by
a faster processor.

There is a "delayed
reward" in these activities
that stabilizes our
nervous systems,

lowering cortisol levels
and restoring a sense of
agency over our own time.

Beyond mental health,
there is a deep, sensory

longing for tangibility. We
live in a "paperless" and
"contactless" society, but
humans are tactile
creatures.

The resurgence of hobbies
like pottery and
woodworking is a
response to the
"smoothness" of the
modern world.

There is a profound,
almost primitive
satisfaction in the
resistance of wet clay or
the grain of a piece of oak.

Unlike a digital file that
can be deleted with a click,
a physical object bears the
"evidence of a human."
The uneven edges of a
handmade ceramic mug or
the slight blur in a film
photograph are no longer
seen as defects; they are
celebrated as markers of
authenticity in a world
increasingly saturated
with Al-generated
perfection.

These "flaws" provide a
texture to our memories
that a polished digital
gallery simply cannot
replicate.

This movement is also a
quiet rebellion against the
"logic of productivity."
For a long time, even our
leisure was colonized by
metrics how many books
did we read this year, how
many likes did our hobby
post get, or can this craft
be turned into a side-

hustle? The "slow"
movement of 2026 is
reclaiming the right to
be mediocre. People are
returning to gardening
or sketching precisely

because these activities
offer a space without
demands or spectators.

It is about "play without
productivity." By
engaging in a hobby
that has no "end
product” intended for a
marketplace, we are
protecting our internal
lives from the constant
pressure to perform. We
are learning that it is
okay to spend three
hours on a puzzle just
because it feels good to
find where the pieces fit.

Familiarity and comfort
have become the new
luxuries. In a world
where the geopolitical
landscape and
technological frontier
change every week, the
repetitive motion of a
crochet hook or the
predictable scent of an
old book provides a
"grounding optimism."

These hobbies act as a
"time capsule,"
connecting us to a
simpler version of
ourselves and our
history. They offer a
sense of continuity in a
fragmented world.

Whether it is a "bhajan
clubbing" session or a
community board game
night, these analog
experiences are
rebuilding the social
fabric that digital
proximity often fails to
sustain.

8

Off-Screen & In-Touch

We are finding that while
technology can connect
us across oceans, only
slow, shared experiences
can truly connect us
across a table.

As we navigate the mid-
2020s, the return to slow
hobbies is less about
rejecting progress and
more about a necessary
"course correction."

It is a collective
realization that while we
may live in a digital-first
world, we must remain
human-centered. By
picking up a fountain pen
or planting a small herb
garden on a balcony, we
are not just passing the
time; we are reclaiming
our attention, our
patience, and our peace
of mind.

In the end, the most
sophisticated thing we
can do in a high-speed
world is, quite simply, to
slow down.

-By LBC Editorial Team
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Pakistan Declares Open War as Border Conflict Escalates

The declaration followed " Operation Ghazab lil-Haq," a massive wave of Pakistani airstrikes

LBC News Network
Visakhapatnam

Relations between
Pakistan and Afghanistan
reached a breaking point
on February 27, 2026, as
Pakistan’s Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif
officially declared the
neighbors in a state of
"open war."

Pakistani soldiers.

As of February 28, the
conflict has intensified,
with Afghan forces
claiming to have downed
a Pakistani fighter jet in
Jalalabad and captured

Paktia. These strikes were
in retaliation for a large-
scale Afghan offensive
along the Durand Line on
February 26, which
reportedly resulted in the
deaths of several

The declaration followed
"Operation Ghazab lil-
Haq," a massive wave of
Pakistani airstrikes
targeting military facilities
in Kabul, Kandahar, and

U.S.-Iran Nuclear Negotiations Stall as Military
Presence Intensifies

LBC News Network

Visakhapatnam

Diplomatic efforts to
resolve the long-standing
nuclear standoff between
the United States and Iran
concluded without a
breakthrough on February
26, 2026.

Following three rounds of
indirect talks in Geneva,
President Donald Trump
expressed dissatisfaction
with the progress, stating
he is "not happy" with
Tehran’s refusal to meet
core U.S. demands.

Washington has insisted on

the permanent dismantling
of enrichment facilities at
Fordow and Natanz, a
requirement Iranian

officials have dismissed
as a violation of their
national sovereignty.

The diplomatic impasse
coincides with a
significant U.S. military
buildup in the Middle
East, including the
deployment of two
carrier strike groups.
While Omani mediators
reported "unprecedented
openness" during the

sessions, U.S. Vice
President JD Vance noted
that recent intelligence
suggests Iran may be
attempting to rebuild
elements of its nuclear
program. As the TAEA
warns of a critical "loss of
knowledge" regarding
Iran's uranium stockpiles,
both nations remain on
high alert, with further
technical discussions
scheduled to resume.

Global Powers Sign New Delhi Declaration to Ensure

Al Equity
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In a milestone for
technological diplomacy,
89 countries and
international
organizations signed the
New Delhi Declaration on
Al Impact on February
19, 2026.

Concluding the week-long
India AI Impact Summit
at Bharat Mandapam, the
declaration shifts the
global focus from "Al
Safety" to "Democratic
Diffusion."

Rooted in the principle of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam
(the world is one family),
the non-binding

agreement aims to ensure
that Al benefits are
equitably shared,
particularly with the
Global South, rather
than being concentrated
among a few tech
SUperpowers.

The declaration
establishes several
voluntary frameworks,
including the Charter for
the Democratic

Diffusion of Al and the
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Global AI Impact
Commons, a platform
for sharing successful Al
use cases in sectors like
healthcare and
agriculture. With over
$250 billion in
infrastructure investment
pledges, the summit
solidifies India's role as a
primary "norm-setter" in
the emerging global Al
order.

its pilot. Both nations
have issued conflicting
casualty reports; Pakistan
claims to have killed over
270 Taliban fighters,
while Kabul asserts that
dozens of Pakistani
personnel have been
killed or captured.

Major powers, including
China, Russia, and Iran,
have called for an
immediate ceasefire,
offering to mediate as the
region faces an
unprecedented
humanitarian and
security crisis.

PM Modi Opens
Meerut Metro and
Full Delhi-Meerut
RRTS Corridor
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the
Meerut Metro and
dedicated the complete 82-
km Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut Namo Bharat
(RRTS) corridor to the
nation on February 22,
2026.

This milestone marks the
first time in India that a
high-speed regional rail
system and a local metro
service will share the same
infrastructure.

The project is designed to
transform regional
mobility, reducing travel
time between Delhi and
Meerut to less than an
hour.

The Meerut Metro
features a dedicated 23-
km stretch with 13
stations, providing rapid
local transit within the
city.

Meanwhile, the Namo
Bharat trains will operate
at speeds of up to 160
kmph, offering a world-
class commuting
experience with features
like ergonomic seating,
Wi-Fi, and extensive
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India Crushes Zimbabwe to Boost T20 World Cup Hopes

The charge was led by explosive half-centuries from Abhishek Sharma and Hardik Pandya
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India secured a dominant
72-run victory over
Zimbabwe at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium
on February 25, 2026,
keeping their semi-final
aspirations strong in the
ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup.

Electing to bat first on a
dry "Chepauk" surface,
the Men in Blue posted a
massive 256/4, the highest

total of the tournament
so far.

The charge was led by
explosive half-centuries
from Abhishek Sharma
and Hardik Pandya,

whose aggressive stroke-
play dismantled the
Zimbabwean bowling
attack.

In response, Zimbabwe
struggled to keep pace

Norway Shatters Records to Dominate Milano
Cortina 2026 Winter Games
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The XXV Winter Olympic
Games concluded on
February 22, 2026, with a
spectacular ceremony at
the Verona Arena,
marking the end of a
historic 17-day
competition.

Norway emerged as the
undisputed champion of
the Games, finishing atop
the medal table with a
record-breaking 18 gold
medals and 41 total
podium finishes.

This achievement
surpasses the previous gold
medal record of 16, also

: i
held by Norway,
solidifying their status as
the world’s premier
winter sports
powerhouse.

The defining face of the
2026 Games was
Norwegian cross-country
skier Johannes Hosflot
Klaebo, who achieved an
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unprecedented feat by
winning gold in all six
events he entered.
Klaebo’s "six-gold
sweep" broke the long-
standing 46-year
record for the most
golds in a single
Winter Olympics.

France Dominates Six Nations with Perfect Start

in February
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France has emerged as
the clear favorite in the
2026 Six Nations
Championship, securing
three consecutive bonus-
point victories to top the
table as of February 28,
2026.

The reigning champions
opened the tournament
with a clinical 36-14
dismantling of Ireland
and followed up with a
33-8 win over Italy.

With 15 points, France
remains the only team
capable of achieving a
Grand Slam this year,
driven by standout
performances from
Thomas Ramos and
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Louis Bielle-Biarrey.

Meanwhile, Ireland
staged a dramatic
resurgence after their
opening loss, delivering a
record-breaking 42-21
defeat to England at
Twickenham on February
21. This "green wave"
victory, led by Dan
Sheehan and Jamison
Gibson-Park, shifted the
tournament's momentum
and left England's title
hopes in jeopardy.
Scotland also remains in
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contention after a
thrilling 26-23
comeback win against
Wales in Cardiff.

The championship
now heads into a
fallow week before
resuming in March for
the final two decisive
rounds, offering teams
a vital window to
recover from injuries
and refine their tactical
strategies for the title
race.
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with the steep required
run rate, eventually being
bowled out for 184.

India’s bowling unit was
led by Ravi Bishnoi, who
crippled the middle order
with figures of 4/28.

This crucial win places
India at the top of their
Super 8 group on net run
rate. The team now
prepares for a decisive
"virtual quarter-final”
clash against the West
Indies to secure their spot
in the final four.

India Stuns Australia
in Shootout to End
Hobart Leg on a
High
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The Indian men’s hockey
team concluded their
Hobart leg of the FIH Pro
League with a gritty 3-1
penalty shootout victory
over world No. 3
Australia on February 25,
2026. After five
consecutive losses, the
Men in Blue displayed
remarkable resilience at
the Tasmania Hockey
Centre, holding the hosts
to a 1-1 draw in regulation
time.

Australia initially took the
lead in the 49th minute via
a penalty corner by
Jeremy Hayward, but
India equalized swiftly
through a 51st-minute
field goal by Shilanand
Lakra.

The spotlight then shifted
to young goalkeeper
Mohith Honnenahalli
Shashikumar, who
produced a stellar
performance by denying
the Australians three
times in the shootout.

This victory marks India's
first win of the 2025-26
Pro League season, lifting
them off the bottom of the
table.




